
Psalm 66:1 

Shout to God with joy, everyone 

on earth! Sing about the glory of 

his name! Give him glorious 

praise! 

Acts 17:22-29 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and 

said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I 

went through the city and looked carefully 

at the objects of your worship, I found 

among them an altar with the inscription, 

“To an unknown god.” What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 

human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 

he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he 

made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 

existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would 

search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him - though indeed he is not far 

from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some 

of your own poets have said, 

“For we too are his offspring.” 

John 14:15-21 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. I will not 

leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know 

that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments 

and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 

Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them. 

Commentary 

This is what William Barclay says about the reading from Acts. 

“There were in fact many altars to unknown gods in Athens. Six hundred years before 

this a terrible pestilence had fallen on the city. Nothing could halt it. A Cretan poet, 

Epimenides, had come forward with a plan. A flock of black and white sheep were let 

loose throughout the city from the Areopagus. Wherever each lay down it was 



sacrificed to the nearest god; and if a sheep lay down near the shrine of no known god 

it was sacrificed to “The Unknown God.” Athens had its regiment of unknown gods. 

From that Paul takes his starting point. Paul could fit his message for any audience. 

There are a series of steps in his sermon. God is not the made but the maker, therefore 

He who made all things cannot be worshipped by anything made by the hands of man. 

It is all too true that men often worship what their hands have made. If a man’s God be 

that to which he gives all his time, thought, energy, life, many a man is engaged in 

worshipping material, man-made things.  

So, if when we are asked what we believe, can we answer honestly? And if we are then 

asked why we believe it, what can we say then? We need to try to answer with 

“gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 315). Lots of people state what they believe with 

arrogance - seeking to ram their news down other people’s throats and this puts 

others off easily. But no-one possesses the whole truth. Humility might avoid some 

acrimonious theological debates. Now there’s a thought and a message to share! In 

the end, of course, what really carries weight is not so much the words we say but lives 

we live. Someone said “I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day” and “A saint is 

someone whose life makes it easier to believe in God”. May that become daily more 

true of us as God continues to energise and encourage us by his Spirit who is his risen 

presence with us forever. Richard Ledger. 

Meditation 

Because 

Because he emptied himself of all but love, you can be filled. 

Because his body was broken, your life can be whole. 

Because his blood was shed, your sins can be forgiven. 

Because he submitted to injustice, you can forgive, 

Because he finished his Father’s work, your life has worth. 

Because he was forsaken, you can never be alone. 

Because he was buried, you can be raised. 

Because he lives, you don’t have to be afraid, 

Because he reached down to you, you don’t have to work your way up to him. 

Because his promises are always true. You can have hope. Anna Reid. 

Prayers for Sunday and the week ahead 

I thank you, O God, for the pleasures you have given me through my senses; for the 

glory of thunder, for the mystery of music, the singing of birds and the laughter of 

children. I thank you for the delights of colour, the awe of the sunset, the wild roses in 

the hedgerows, the smile of friendship. I thank you for the sweetness of flowers and 

the scent of hay. Truly, O Lord, the earth is full of your riches! 

After Edward King, Nineteenth Century. 

 

O God, it is hard for us not to be anxious. We worry about work and money, about 

food and health, about weather and crops, about war and politics, about loving and 

being loved. Show us how perfect love casts out fear.  


